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HOME INTERIORS

Adobe
Masterpiece

ANTIQUES AND ARTISTRY ABOUND IN THIS MAGNIFICENT
PUEBLO-STYLE HOME IN ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO.

By Allyn Calton
Photography by Daniel Nadelbach
Styling by Gilda Meyer-Niehof

ELDING INTO THE SURROUNDING DESERT, THE
sand-colored Pueblo-style home appears to have existed for
generations, In the front, a 400-year-old carved teak gate

opens to a private courtyard with mature cottonwoods and
native grasses. Rough stucco walls, wrought-iron gas lanterns, and a mas-
sive antique front door topped by vigas—enormous pine logs protruding
trom the wall—accentuate the sense of antiquity. In reality, this stunning
residence is a combination of state-of-the-art materials and owner artistry.

Adjacent to the Rio Grande River with spectacular views of the
Sandia Mountains, the one-and-a-half-acre parcel is a natural gem. “My
husband and T always wanted to return to the Albuquerque area,” home-
owner Laraine Ely says. “We had the chance to acquire this incredible
property and knew it was the perfect home site.”

Ely, an interior designer and artist, took the lead in conceptualizing
the home. “To help create a sense of timelessness, we included old, tra-
ditional adobe-style home clements,” she says. Plans called for no straight
lines, Gnly sofdy rounded walls. A single step up or step down serves as
a transition between rooms. The couple even went so far as to integrate
cracks in the walls as part of the finish work. An accomplished sculp-
tor, Ely crafted a clay model of the home to scale. “We showed it to the
builder and she tock it from there,” she says.

The builder, who has since rerired, was impressed. “Laraine designed
not only a house, but a work of art)” she says. The home was built using
radiuses— curved walls, rounded corners, and circular spaces.

To create the look and feel of an old adobe exterior, the couple chose

a material called Rastra—a mix of recycled cement and Styrofoam.

From the outside Laraine and Bernie Ely’s Pueblo-style home appears to
have existed for generations; inside, state-of-the-art amenities and open,
airy living spaces that extend outdoors are perfect for entertaining.
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